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Taking the
‘Great Leap’
at a glance
• ‘Why’ China?
• Where does China fit?
• NSW new syllabus option – Change in the Modern World: Cultural
Revolution to Tiananmen Square 1966-1989
• Chronology (the story) AND key features (the themes)
• Examination-style questions

‘Why’ China?
Relevance in global world
• “The country’s centrality in our 21stcentury world makes it imperative that
outsiders understand what is shaping
its views and decisions.”
Prof Jean-Pierre Lehmann,
International Institute for Management
Development

‘Why’ China?
It is interesting for students!!!!
• Larger than life figures with great stories
• Great propaganda
• School and university students beating their teachers
• Incredible suffering of the people, over and over again
• Tanks and guns vs the people
• Challenges to democracy
• The reality of ‘communism’ in a modern global economy

‘Why’ China?
• Shedding imperialist control
• Search for a modern, nationalist identity
• Implementing a communist economy
• Purges and party cleansing
• Leaders holding to power by any means
• Economic modernisation
• Search for international power

Great complement to other HSC units!
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‘Where’ China?
Preliminary Course: Case Study B
• Boxer Rebellion
• Xinhai Revolution (1911): establishing republican China with Sun
Yixian
• Finding Modern China: 1927-1949
• The Long March [Contestability of the Past; Construction of Modern
Histories; History and Memory]
• Chinese Civil War: 1945-1949
Case studies must not overlap with or duplicate
significantly any topic attempted in the Year 12 Modern
History or History Extension courses.

‘Where’ China?
Stage 5: School Developed Course
• Cultural Revolution
• Tiananmen Square
• Rise of China – Luke Bartolo
http://lukebartolo.blogspot.com/2016/09/stage-5-rise-of-china.html

Change in the Modern World: Option B
Cultural Revolution to Tiananmen Square
1966-1989

Legacy of the 1949 Revolution and
Sino-Soviet relations
Legacy of the Great Leap Forward
and growing tensions

Cultural Revolution
Aims
Methods
Impacts
The End

Modernisation reforms of
Deng Xiaoping
Tiananmen Square Protests
Causes
Events and Responses
Impacts

Cultural Revolution to Tiananmen
Square 1966-1989

A story encompassing three generations,
interleaving the present with China’s
history from the Japanese occupation of
the 1940s, through the 1949 Revolution,
the Great Leap Forward, the Cultural
Revolution and the 1989 protests.

Key Features
Permanent Revolution, competing versions of Marxism and anti-revisionism
• This is IDEOLOGY
• Need students to have an understanding of Maoism as a version of
Marxism.
• Contrast competing versions of Marxism between China and Soviet Union
• Concept of permanent revolution driving Maoism  in 1949 the revolution
began and China had to move towards communism
• How could China reform while avoiding ‘revisionist’ labels?

Key Features
Role of leadership
• Not about a ‘position’ but very much about personal power and status
cult of personality
• Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping dominate BUT not without being challenged

Mao Zedong 1949-1976
Continued influence
after his death

Deng Xiaoping
Paramount Leader 1978-1989
Continued influence until his death 1997

The Story: Survey
Survey (3 hours!!!???)
Political and Social Conditions in China at the start of the period
• Historical Context of 1949 Revolution
• China to 1957 (legacy of the 1949 Revolution and Sino-Soviet Relations)
• Great Leap Forward (1958-1961), famine and recovery

Deng Xiaoping

Mao Zedong

Liu Shaoqi

The Story: Survey
What do we need to understand?
• Legacy of the Revolution: political, social and economic
• Transition to a socialist society with one party state, significant upheaval
• Sino-Soviet relations soured after death of Stalin: different concepts of Marxism and
permanent revolution

• Impact of the Great Leap Forward
• Attempt by Mao to fast track communist economy – disastrous outcomes
• Growing political divisions in the Communist Party over economic reform
• Mao loses some power and influence in Party but remains figurehead with popularity

What were the causes of the Cultural Revolution?
Competing versions of Marxism? Role of leadership?

The Questions: Survey
• Describe the key features of the Great Leap Forward. (4)
• Explain the legacy of the 1949 Revolution on political and social
conditions in China by 1966. (5)
• Outline the political and social conditions in China before the start of
the Cultural Revolution in 1966. (5)
• Explain the legacy of the Great Leap Forward for China by 1966. (5)
• Explain the state of Sino-Soviet relations by 1966. (5)

The Story: Cultural Revolution
• Mao’s aims
• maintain revolutionary enthusiasm
• transform China socially and culturally on its path to communism
• reassert his personal and political power.

Deng Xiaoping

Mao Zedong

Liu Shaoqi

The Story: Cultural Revolution

• Mao’s methods

• Gang of Four – Jiang Qing (Madame Mao) and ultra-left wing supporters commence
‘cultural’ revolution but drive political purge. Also consider important role of Lin Biao.
• Red Guards – student movement to bypass the Party and traditional structures of power.
Later joined by industrial workers. ‘Struggle sessions’.
• Destruction of the ‘Four Olds’ – attack on everything that threatens the revolution
including existing power structure, old Chinese values (including Confucianism) and
foreign influences.
• Cult of Personality (again role of Lin Biao important)  Little Red Book
• Also note Mao’s authority over military essential in the period.
• Also note Cultural Revolution continues with revolutionary committees even after Red
Guard movement is forcibly ended in 1967-68  Cleansing the Class Ranks campaign.

Nature of political disruption
Competing versions of Marxism? Role of leadership?

The Story: Cultural Revolution
Impacts
• Political
•
•
•
•

Cult of Personality prevails
Removal of right wing – Deng Xiaoping and Liu Shaoqi (the ‘capitalist roaders’)
Impact on the Chinese Communist Party which lost power and veered to the left
Ongoing fight to be next in line  flight of Lin Biao in 1971

Mao Zedong

Jiang Qing

Lin Biao

The Story: Cultural Revolution
Impacts
• Society – revolutionary zeal expected, mass conformity embedded
• Education – disruption, reduced trust, ‘lost generation’
• Culture – proletarian transformation, but perhaps only ‘skin deep’?
• Economy – industrial disruption, reforms to embed ‘iron rice bowl’
NOTE: Economy was the least impacted as some moderates in the
government (with Mao’s permission) were able to stabilise economy and
work towards new foreign diplomacy goals in the early 1970s
Even Mao concerned the left wing were ‘too Maoist’!

The nature of social change

Key Features
The nature of social change
• Social change involves shifts in political, economic and social systems that
impact on the everyday lives of a large proportion of the population.
• This is a period of rapid and continuing social change
• Cultural Revolution deliberately challenged traditions and hierarchy in
attempt to establish a new cultural and social paradigm.
• How much changed? Why? Why not?

The Story: Cultural Revolution
End of the Cultural Revolution
(Note: All these points are under ‘Deng Xiaoping and the modernisation of
China’, but are really the end point of the Cultural Revolution)
• Restoration of Deng Xiaoping in 1973
• Mao in poor health
• Death of Zhou Enlai: unofficial response a sign of discontent with ongoing
Cultural Revolution
• Removal of Deng Xiaoping (again!)
• Appointment of Hua Guofeng (who is he?) and death of Mao 1976
• Arrest of the Gang of Four, including Jiang Qing
• Return of Deng Xiaoping (again!)

What circumstances allowed for Deng Xiaoping to begin his reforms?

The Questions:
Cultural Revolution
• Explain the causes of the Cultural Revolution. (8)
• To what extent were tensions within the Chinese Communist Party responsible for causing the
Cultural Revolution? (5)
• To what extent did competing versions of Marxism impact on Chinese politics between 1966 and
1976? (5)
• Outline the aims and methods of Mao Zedong in commencing and maintaining the Cultural
Revolution. (6)
• Explain the role of the Gang of Four in the Cultural Revolution. (4)
• Describe the role of the Red Guards in the Cultural Revolution. (5)
• Describe the consequences of the destruction of the ‘Four Olds’ during the Cultural Revolution.
(3)
• Explain the impact that the flight of Lin Biao had on the development of leadership within the
Chinese Communist Party. (4)
• How did the Cultural Revolution impact on Chinese society, the economy, education and culture?
(8)

The Questions:
Cultural Revolution
• Explain the nature of social change in China as a result of the Cultural Revolution. (6)
• What is meant by ‘Permanent Revolution’ and how is this relevant to China between
1966 and 1976? (4)
• What was the most significant impact of the Cultural Revolution? Justify your response.
(8)
• Discuss the view that the Cultural Revolution damaged China and the Chinese
Communist Party. (15)
• Explain the nature of political disruption in the context of the Cultural Revolution. (4)
• Explain the reasons for the official and unofficial responses to the death of Zhou Enlai.
(4)
• Outline the significance of the arrest of the Gang of Four. (4)
• Describe the role of Hua Guofeng in Chinese politics. (3)

The Story: Modernisation
Deng Xiaoping’s Economic Reforms
• Demystifying Mao but retaining Mao Zedong Thought
• Market mechanisms to build a future for socialist China: ‘socialism with
Chinese characteristics’
• Dismantling of collectivised agriculture, more economic incentives for
innovation and efficiency
• Open Door economic policy for foreign trade
• Special Economic Zones to encourage foreign investment in China
• Attempts to encourage greater independence in management of industry and
connect wages to productivity

Modernisation of the economy

Key Features
Modernisation of the economy
• Look at resistance to modernisation of the economy from left wing
• Understand the circumstances that allowed Deng Xiaoping to introduce
economic reforms
• Understand the nature of the economic reforms
• Understand the justification for taking China towards ‘capitalist’ market
reforms whilst retaining strong commitment to ‘communism’

The Questions:
Modernisation
• Describe the nature of economic reforms introduced by Deng Xiaoping after
1976. (5)
• Describe the role of Deng Xiaoping in the modernisation of China. (5)
• Discuss the view that Deng Xiaoping had more impact of China’s development
than Mao Zedong. (6)
• Explain the continuing impact of Mao Zedong after his death in 1976. (6)
• Explain the nature of social change in China as a result of Deng Xiaoping’s
modernisation of China. (6)
• To what extent did competing versions of Marxism impact on Chinese politics
between 1976 and 1989? (15)
• The economic reforms implemented by Deng Xiaoping ended communism in
China. To what extent is this statement accurate? (12)
• Analyse the political, social and economic impacts of Deng Xiaoping’s reforms in
the 1980s. (8)

Key Features
The causes of the Tiananmen Square protests
Reaction of the Chinese Communist Party to the pro-democracy movement

The Story: Tiananmen Square
Causes of the Protests
• NOTE: Pro-democracy movement was political movement  some
sympathy developed within the Party eg. Hu Yaobang, Zhao Ziyang
• Demand for political, social and economic reform
• Problems really started for the Party when everyday people wanting
social and economic reform joined the protests  impacts of economic
reforms of the 1980s
• Immediate events in 1989: death of Hu Yaobang, visit by Gorbachev

Role of leadership
The causes of the Tiananmen Square protests

The Story: Tiananmen Square
Causes of the Protests
• Political turning point for the Party????

Left Hard-liners
Party elders

Concerns about economic
modernisation
Conservative on political
reform

Centre

Deng Xiaoping

Support economic
modernisation
Conservative on political
reform

Right Liberals

Hu Yaobang; Zhao Ziying

Support economic
modernisation
Sympathetic to political reform

Differing visions of Marxism; Role of leadership
The causes of the Tiananmen Square protests

The Story: Tiananmen Square
Events and Responses
• Mass student demonstrations in Beijing and other cities supported by
workers, rolling protests
• Political response: hard-line conservatives impose control and oust
political reformers – veer back to the left politically to regain control
BUT maintain economic reform
• Military response: used by Party to enforce control and ‘use all force
necessary’; needed two attempts

Reaction of the Party to the pro-democracy movement

The Story: Tiananmen Square
Impacts
• Strong political control reasserted  long term implications for China
today
• Provided platform for even more assertive economic reforms, pushing
through social and personal economic discontent
• International reputation recovered quickly  emphasis on trade
relations DESPITE human rights concerns
• ‘Collective amnesia’ as a concept in China

The Questions:
Tiananmen Square
• Explain why there were demands for political, social and economic
reform in China during the 1980s. (8)
• Explain the causes of the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989. (8)
• What was the most significant factor that contributed to the
outbreak of the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989? Justify your
response. (8)

The Questions:
Tiananmen Square
• Describe the military and political responses to the June Fourth Incident in
1989. (5)
• Explain the political responses to the June Fourth Incident in 1989. (6)
• Explain the military reaction to the pro-democracy movement in China in
1989. (8)
• Discuss the view that the reaction of the Chinese Communist Party to the
pro-democracy movement was inevitable. (12)
• To what extent did the events of Tiananmen Square in 1989 impact on
China’s standing in the world? (15)
• To what extent did the reaction of the Chinese Communist Party to the
pro-democracy movement in 1989 impact on China and its people? (12)
• Describe the role of Jiang Zemin in 1989. (3)
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A Few Resources
• http://lukebartolo.blogspot.com/2017
/07/change-in-modern-worldchina.html
• https://alphahistory.com/chineserevol
ution/chinese-revolution-topics/
• HTA Modern History Guide (NEW)
• Tom Ryan, China Rising, History
Teachers Association of Victoria,
Melbourne, 2009
• Trevor Sowdon, Analysing the Chinese
Revolution, 2nd ed, Cambridge
University Press, Melbourne, 2015

• Michael Lynch, China 1839 – 1997, 3rd
ed, Hodder Education, London, 2016
• Frank Dikotter
• The Tragedy of Liberation, Bloomsbury,
London, 2013
• Mao’s Great Famine: The History of
China’s Most Devastating Catastrophe
1958 – 1962, Bloomsbury, London, 2010
• The Cultural Revolution: A People’s
History 1962 – 1976, Bloomsbury,
London, 2015
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