The Core and More
Year 11
Case Studies to
provide context for the
Year 12 course

Year 12
Integration of concepts
and skills throughout

History Extension

Real historical
knowledge
and thinking

The nature of history,
and how and why
historical
interpretations are
developed from
different
perspectives and
approaches over
time

Power & Authority in the Modern World 1919 -1946

Trust no one…

…especially me
Dr Bruce Dennett

Warning
There are significant overlaps in
content right across the new syllabus,
including:
-

-

parts of the Core
Year 11 World War 1
National Studies (Russia / USA)
Peace & Conflict (Indochina /
Conflict in the Pacific / Conflict
in Europe /The Cold War / Arab /
Israeli)
Change in the Modern World (Civil
Rights in the USA / The
Changing World Order / The
Nuclear Age / Apartheid in South
Africa)
Resist the temptation to recycle old lesson plans and / or programs
Dr Bruce Dennett

This is a new course and needs to be taught
accordingly
Course Structure & Requirements

Historical concepts and skills
The Historical concepts and skills content is to be integrated
throughout the course. The topics provide the contexts through
which concepts and skills are to be developed. These provide the
means by which students are able to engage in historical analysis
and argument

Dr Bruce Dennett

Real knowledge does not exist in silos
Syllabus rationale
The study of Modern History engages students in an
investigation of the forces that have shaped the modern
world, based on the analysis and interpretation of
sources. It offers students the opportunity to investigate
the possible motivations and actions of individuals and
groups, and how they have shaped the world politically,
culturally, economically and socially. Modern History
stimulates students’ curiosity and imagination …

What do we need to juggle?
Teaching content, concepts and skills holistically
Start with EH Carr: “facts do not speak for themselves – facts
speak when the historian calls upon them”
Using the Core and the concepts of Power and Authority as
the means to this end
Consider the concepts of power & authority as they arise in
the daily news and from the personal experiences of the
class
Start by addressing power and authority in Year 11 – through
the Case Studies eg Terrorism. Then continue with this kind of
thinking during the rest of the Year 12 course
Terrorism is rarely out of the news – terrorist acts arise from
a lack of power and are designed to challenge authority

What is historical knowledge?

Professor Snyder called on this generation
to do better than many who have gone
before.
He asks you to “make history”, and asserted
that to do that, you will have to know some
history. Not just the stories of the past, but
the ways in which we can claim to know
them.

You can’t memorise common sense and logical
thinking
This is something that you only learn to do by doing it.
There is always a need to approach each source with a critical and
sceptical mind.

Take as an example the account, supported by a range of primary and
secondary sources, about the famous incident when in 1077 the German
King, Henry IV, stood outside the castle of Pope Gregory VII at Canossa in
Italy to beg for forgiveness. A range of sources from the Church and
government from the time and just after claimed that Henry stood barefoot
in the snow for three days and three nights in a thin shirt in freezing
conditions until the Pope agreed to see him and offer forgiveness.

An early 20th century painting based on
the famous and well-documented event
in 1077 where Henry IV stood outside
the castle of Pope Gregory VIII.
The painting was based on written
sources and earlier 11th and 12th
century drawings.

Dr Bruce Dennett

If you just follow a template and address nature, origin, motive and
audience you are in danger of abandoning logical thinking and
‘common sense’.
Instead, think.

Even though this incident was well-documented and confirmed by a
range of sources from both sides of the dispute, it is just not logically
believable. It is not literally possible for a person to stand barefooted
in the snow in freezing conditions for three days and three nights,
without suffering hypothermia and major frostbite. Hence, the story
had to be an exaggeration and not factually reliable.

Dr Bruce Dennett

Woodrow Wilson and the Paris
Conference
The chief pleasure of my trip has been that it has nothing to do with my
personal fortunes, that it has nothing to do with my personal reputation,
that it has nothing to do with anything except great principles uttered by
Americans of all sorts and of all parties which we are now trying to realize
at this crisis of the affairs of the world…
An extract from the Pueblo Speech delivered by Wilson
on 25 September 1919 in Pueblo, Colorado
http://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/wilson-the-pueblo-speech-speech-text/

Note that Wilson begins by claiming that the speech and the campaign
have nothing to do with his personal fortunes or reputation.
You would be wise to view such a claim with suspicion.
Consider the context of the speech and the sources that follow.

Wilson’s slogan from the 1916 Presidential
campaign. The emphasis was on his commitment
to staying out of World War I. The US entry into
the war a few months later in April 1917 was
therefore a broken campaign promise.
During the 1916 Presidential campaign Wilson emphasised that he
had the good judgement to keep the US out of World War I. America
did, however, enter the war in 1917.
Wilson had broken a campaign promise to the American people. With
hindsight, he offered the creation of the League of Nations as a
justification for breaking his promise. Therefore, his reputation and
the future political fortunes of the Democratic Party were at stake
when Wilson set out on his speaking tour.

Understanding Nazi Germany
and the dictatorships
Victor Klemperer published The
Language of the Third Reich in 1947.

He noted that Hitler’s language denied
the rights of legitimate opposition and
that the ‘people’ only meant some of
the people.

Have your students heard about
Harry Potter?
It might be worth asking them about the
themes associated with Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows.
Think about the ideas of tyranny –
authoritarian power and resistance.

Both these books are famous for depicting regimes that existed, in part,
due to a lack of public exposure to a range of nuanced ideas.
Such regimes are possible due to exposure to the more limited
approach of film and television as opposed to books.

George Orwell
(1949)

Ray Bradbury
(1953)

Expose your students to ideas and
points of view about politics and
power.
From the syllabus:
Aim
Prepare for active and informed
citizenship in the contemporary world

Approaches to analysis and interpretation of
sources
The key guideline has to be context before content.
Reading historical sources is not like doing an English comprehension.

Go beyond what is asserted: address the context of who is making the
assertion and speculate about why.

Historical thinking rather than a rigid template

The subject of the investigation dictates the tools used and the order in
which they are deployed

The Liberal Party were once the party of free enterprise, limited
government, civil society, lower taxes and stronger families. It has now
become a shell for those who don’t fit into Labor but still want to pursue
a political career.
Posted by Cory Bernardi
22 August 2018
Australian Conservatives website

Civil society
The values, customs, conventions, and norms of the JudeoChristian tradition are the foundation for western culture and
provide the appropriate framework to inform and guide a free
society.
Without adherence to these enduring structures and an
associated rejection of moral relativism, society induces its decay.

Menzies’ Forgotten People Speech
22 May 1942
If the new world is to be a world of men, we must be not pallid and
bloodless ghosts, but a community of people whose motto shall be,
"To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
Individual enterprise must drive us forward.
That does not mean we are to return to the old and selfish
notions of laissez-faire. The functions of the State will be much more
than merely keeping the ring within which the competitors will fight.
Our social and industrial laws will be increased. There will be
more law, not less; more control, not less.

Formation of the Liberal Party
Record of the Conference of Representatives of Non-Labour
Organisations, Canberra October 1944
3 (c)
Freedom of citizens to choose their own way of living and of life, subject
to the rights of others
8.
In which social provision is made in relation to superannuation, sickness,
unemployment and widowhood on a contributory basis, free from a
means test, and in which adequate medical services are within the reach
of all

Images as the basis of authority
The self-conscious construction of political images is a commonplace
in an age of spin-doctors and television; in the 1930s it was a novelty.
Yet image was all-important for two leaders (Hitler and Stalin) whose
claim to authority derived from public acclamation. They were never
simply themselves in the public sphere.
Richard Overy, The Dictators: Hitler’s Germany and Stalin’s Russia,
Penguin Books, London, 2015 Kindle edition location 2613

Anonymous painting of the 20th
century

Interpreting the image
Note that the Bolshevik leader Lenin is at
the centre of the painting. He is clearly
identifiable; by contrast, the faces of the
people below the balcony are blurred.
Even the figures behind him are indistinct.

State Museum of Political History
of Russia, St Petersburg

In other words, the eye is drawn to Lenin.
In the process, in Communist propaganda
and historiography the revolution became
all about the vision and inspired leadership
one ‘great man’ V.I. Lenin. In the process,
Lenin became a kind of Communist saint.

A couple of other exercises
What do you see?

Note that Stalin is at the centre of the image.
Behind him is the outline of a statue of Lenin. Stalin
poses in the same way (his right arm raised) as Lenin,
implying that he is Lenin’s successor.
Stalin – at the centre – also represents the bridge or
link between Lenin and the next generation of young
people, shown in the foreground at the bottom of the
image.

What do you
see?

The poster is dynamic, suggesting action. Hitler is the
dominant figure, forging a sword, symbolising building
the military strength of the nation. The furnace contains
bars named for Weimar Republic political parties, and
are are being melted down: the SPD (The Social
Democratic Party), the DNVP (The German National
Peoples Party), the KPD (the Communist Party of
Germany).
This suggests that democracy and pluralistic, multiparty politics needs to end to build a stronger Germany.
Note also the light surrounding the swastika.

